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SEPARATING, TOGETHER
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By Suzanne (Marlene)

HFP is a play-based cooperative preschool that nurtures and supports the individual 
development of each child with enriching and empowering experiences.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
By Jeanette (Vega)

STARTING (AND RESTARTING) PRESCHOOL
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By Jennifer (Asher)

Presidential triumvirate: Two-time former president
Carissa Carneiro, current president Jeannette Shupp, 
and former founder and president Ali King 

Continued on page 7
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ON SEPARATION, MORE OR LESS
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By Francesca (Sofia)

Clara had a somewhat difficult time with separation, and 
for the whole two years Ezra and I stayed with her until 
the end of circle time, and sometimes a bit beyond that. 
During the 2009-2010 school year, when Clara had 
started kindergarten, we occasionally came to HFP for 
lunchbunch – partly for Clara to maintain connections 
with HFP, but also so that Ezra would not lose the 
familiarity and comfort he had established while Clara 
attended… I think he feels safe because even when he 
was just the little brother he was treated as an important 
part of the HFP community, by the kids, the parents, and 
of course by Teacher Susan, who always made sure Ezra 
felt welcomed and loved.

- Rachel (Ezra)

Continued on page 9
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OFF TO THE FARM WE GO!
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My eldest child has 
a l w a y s b e e n 
comfor table with 
people, even those 
he didn't know well.  
Separation was not 
an issue when he 
began preschool at 
the age of 4.5. � It 
w a s a s m o o t h 
transition for him, 
but � his younger 

brother sometimes had a difficult time leaving him at 
school.�We decided to return to HFP partially because it 

was familiar to Dane and that, as a younger sibling, he 
often wanted to stay and play.  As we were talking about 
going to school, it became clear that my usually confident 
child was a little unsure of a school that was already 
familiar to him, and I was genuinely surprised. �  Once we 
were at the school and he was welcomed into familiar 
surroundings, Dane quickly gained his confidence and was 
willing to interact with classmates and parents 
independently.

Starting preschool for the first time has also coincided 
with a change in daycare arrangements where the 
transition has not been as smooth.  I am grateful that he is 
at a school where he is comfortable and confident so he's 
not emotional every time I leave him there. �

Overheard, at the snack table: As Oliver nibbled a frozen 
blueberry he said, “It tastes like Antarctica.”

After a morning packed full of activity, Susan sits down 
with a group of children for snack.  “It’s good to be here 
with all of you at snack, “ she smiles.  While Susan lets 
the group know she likes them and is glad to be with 
them, Ava takes Susan’s comment literally, responding:
“Well except Izzy.“ Ava’s aware that Isabel is home sick.
What a sweet acknowledgement that each person in 
the group matters.  Ava’s aware that “all of you” are not 
present; Isabel’s at home resting.

M
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THE AUCTION DANCE PARTY IS COMING! 
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By Jenny (Arrow) & Elise (Olive and Maple)

KEEPING HEALTHY
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By Ali, ND  (Leo)
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RECOMMENDED READING
By Teacher Susan
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STARTING PRESCHOOL

When my oldest daughter, Rayley, was new to HFP in 
the fall of 2008, lunch bunch was crucial.  It was the 
part of the experience that made it clear to my 
thoughtful, nervous child that this new school was not 
an experience she would have alone - it was a family 
endeavor.  We were in it together, and these new 
friends of hers were new friends of mine as well.

Jenny (Arrow)

Pumpkins--and a frog!--in the pumpkin patch
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Fall 2010 HFP Dates
November 17

Community Meeting  (6:30-8:30)

November 23/24

Thanksgiving Rainbow Fruit Platter

November 25-26

Thanksgiving; no school

November 30

Board Meeting

December 1

Board Meeting (6:30-8:30)

December 4 or 11 

Winter Family Potluck

THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU!
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Also thanks to:
� Jenny (Arrow) and Erin (Harvey) for 

spearheading the Harvest Picnic
� Shayne (Henry) for taking the class and 

individual photos
� Kim (Arrow’s grandfather) for building us 

storage shelves in the loft room
� Jenny (Arrow) for sewing curtains for the 

new storage shelving area
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OPEN HOUSE!Alumni love at the Harvest Picnic
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